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P&7Z. aims
to squelch
anti-ag
NEWCOMETS

The Homedale Planning and
Zoning Commission took a
stand last week against urban
newcomers who try to shut down
existing agricultural operations in
their neighborhoods.

A proposed change in language
on all plats prohibiting challenges
of legally run agricultural
operations was among the
amendments to city code
suggested by the commission at
its Oct. 2 meeting.

In all, commissioners agreed
to refer six proposed ordinance
amendments to the Homedale City
Council. Planning and Zoning
Administrator Sylvia Bahem said
the proposed ordinance changes

— to page 34

County,
Marsing

renew pact

The City of Marsing will pay
Owyhee County office $72,000
in fiscal year 2007 for 228 hours
of law enforcement service per
month from the sheriff’s office.

This number is up from $69,000
for the past two years but is less
than the $90,000 the county had
sought for this year.

Marsing Mayor Don Osterhoudt
said last week the contract is a
“win-win” situation for both his
city and Owyhee County.

“They had a right to ask for the

— to page 24

Craig speaks frankly on Initiative

Craig faces constituents in Marsing
About 50 people from Owyhee and Canyon counties, including Marsing Mayor Don Osterhoudt, listen
to Sen. Larry Craig (R-Idaho) during his town hall meeting Thursday at the Phipps-Watson American
Legion Community Center in Marsing.

Marsing forum
also covers illegal
immigration,
federal spending

Some supporters of the Owyhee
Initiative have been wondering
where Idaho U.S. Sen. Larry
Craig stands on the issue. He may
have given some clues during his
visit to the county Thursday.

In an exclusive interview
with The Owyhee Avalanche,
Craig outlined his concerns and
tried to bring what he called “an
understanding of the reality” of
how difficult it might be to get
funds appropriated for certain key
elements of the implementation
legislation.

He also said that he felt the
Owyhee Initiative Implementation
Act of 2006 introduced into the
Senate earlier this year by Sen.
Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) should
include a “trigger” clause that
— if passed into law — the
legislation wouldn’t be enacted
until after the money is secured

— to page 54

Deadline to register for Nov. 7 election looms

Owyhee County Clerk Charlotte
Sherburn reminds all new residents
and people who have not yet
registered to vote that Friday is
the last day to register early for
the Nov. 7 general election.

Election Day is available,
Sherburn encourages folks to
register early. Voters must be 18
years of age and must have lived
in Owyhee County for 30 days.
Registration is available at any

Owyhee County Courthouse in
Murphy.

A registration form also is
available on the Internet
through the county’s Web site,
owyheecounty.net. Navigate to

www.idahovotes.gov link. Print
the form, fill it out and send it to
the Owyhee County Clerk, P.O.
Box 128, Murphy, ID 83650.
Voters who register by mail

Although registration on city hall in the county or at the “Voting maps” then click on the — to page 44
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Homedale battery suspects to stand trial

Two Homedale men will stand
trial for the alleged Sept. 8 beating
and robbery of fellow Homedale
resident Douglas Grever.

During a preliminary hearing
held Friday morning in Murphy,
Magistrate Judge Thomas Ryan
found probable cause to hold Ste-
ven Dickson and Adam Cook over
into District court to stand trial on
felony charges stemming from the
early-morning attack on Grever
near an Idaho Avenue bar.

Cook and Dickson are both still
in custody. Each is being held
on a $100,000 bond each. They

are scheduled
to appear in
District court
in Murphy at
9 a.m. Fri- |
day for ar-
raignment in B
front of Judge
Gregory M.
Culet.

Cook and

. A
Dickson were dam Cook

arrested on Sept. 19 on charges of

aggravated battery and robbery.
According to the court clerk,

Ryan heard testimony from four

state’s wit-
nesses dur-
ing Friday’s [
hearing. The
victim did
not testify,
and the de-
fense did not
call any wit-
nesses.
During the
Sept. 8 inci-
dent, 50-year-old Grever was
robbed of his wallet and an un-
disclosed amount of cash. The at-
tack left the victim unconscious.

Steven Dickson

Grever was initially treated by
Homedale Ambulance crews, be-
fore being transported to Saint Al-
phonsus Regional Medical Center
by helicopter, where he remained
in the intensive care unit for sev-
eral days.

Grever’s father, Douglas, said
Friday that his son is out of the
hospital and staying at his home
in Homedale. He has not yet re-
turned to work and lives with the
assistance from his family, the el-
der Grever said.

— JWB

Man dies on Idaho 51

Owyhee County emergency
personnel were kept busy during
the weekend with several calls,
including another fatal motorcycle
accident on Idaho highway 51.

The Owyhee County dispatch
center received a report of a
motorcycle accident near milepost
47 on Idaho 51 at 4:45 p.m.
Saturday. When emergency crews
arrived on scene, they found the
male driver of the motorcycle
had died.

It was the third motorcycle
fatality on that stretch of State
Highway 51 road this year. A
summertime accident claimed
the lives of a Boise man and
woman.

Earlier this year, before learning
of the second and third fatalities
on the highway, county sheriff
Gary Aman spoke up about the
treacherous stretch of Idaho 51
between milepost 35 and milepost
47.

“It’s a real bad stretch of road,”
he said. “In nine years, we’ve had
five fatalities and 21 serious injury
accidents.”

Aman and two of his deputies
responded to Saturday’s accident

as did county coroner Harvey
Grimme and crews from Grand
View Ambulance and Bruneau
Quick Response Unit.

No other details, including
the identity of the driver, were
available at press time.

A one-car rollover on Idaho
highway 78 between Marsing
and Murphy sent four people to
Mercy Medical Center in Nampa
with injuries Sunday.

According to an Owyhee
County dispatch report, females
ranging in age from 36 to 9 were
involved but were walking around
when emergency personnel
arrived. Marsing Ambulance,
Homedale Ambulance and Melba
QRU responded.

Marsing Ambulance also
responded to a hunter’s report
of an accidental self-inflicted
gunshot on Clark Island on
Saturday afternoon.

According to reports, the hunter
shot himself in the arm with a
.22 rifle. He was transported to
West Valley Medical Center in
Caldwell.

No other details were available
on either incident at press time.

__DITCH PUMPS - WELL PUMPS
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| KINETICO QUALITY WATER SYSTEMS

A KINETICO QUALITY WATER SYSTEMS SATELLITE DEALER
NEW SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION & SUPPLIES

WATER HEATERS

SALES, REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT

Your water is our business

Mondy-day 8:00am-:0m
Sat 8:00am-4:00pm

Jhue lYalue

Help is Just Around the Corner
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Former Homedale
clerk due back in
court on Dec. 11

If former Homedale City Clerk
Pamela Dugger goes to trial on
charges of misusing public funds
and grand theft, the proceedings
won’t begin until April.

On Sept. 5, Dugger’s attor-
ney filed a motion to extend the
timeframe of her pending case in
order to file motions and oral ar-

stems from accusations that Dug-
ger charged more than $1,000 to
her city credit card to pay for gas-
oline for her personal vehicle and
for unauthorized travel. Dugger is
also accused of using a city cred-
it card to buy personal items at a
Wal-Mart store in Caldwell.
Dugger is scheduled to appear

guments, according to
records at the Canyon
County courthouse in
Caldwell.

Dugger is scheduled
to attend a 9 a.m. mo-
tion hearing on Dec. 11,
but details of that hear-
ing are not available at
this time.

Dugger has been
charged with nine fel-
onies, including eight counts of
misuse of public funds and one
count of grand theft. The charges
stem from questionable spend-
ing reports from Oct. 1, 2003
through September 2004. The city
of Homedale turned over investi-
gation of financial irregularities
to the state in 2004. A Canyon
County grand jury handed down
indictments earlier this year.

Dugger allegedly illegally ob-
tained advances for travel and
meals to attend an out-of-state
seminar and used a city credit card
on that trip. The grand theft charge

Pamela Dugger

at a pre-trial conference
o| March 26, 2007 and for
trial between April 3 and
April 13.

If convicted, Dugger
would be barred from
ever holding public of-
fice in the state. The
maximum penalty for
each count of misuse of
public funds is 10 years
in the state penitentiary.
The charge of grand theft carries
a maximum of 14 years in prison
and a $5,000 fine. Sentencing is
ultimately at the discretion of the
trial judge.

According to the War Eagle
Speedways Web site, Dugger cur-
rently serves as vice president for
the proposed motor sports com-
plex near the Elmore-Ada county
line. Robert P. Walker, who served
as Homedale’s city engineer when
Dugger was city clerk, is the pres-
ident of War Eagle Speedways.

—JWB

Rebecca’s Mini Markef
Restaurant Now Open!
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12 . Idaho e Homedale o 337-U118

Candidate

forum planned

The Marsing Senior Center
plans a political candidate “speak-
out” on Saturday that will feature
a barbecue chicken dinner as
a fund-raiser for its Meals on
Wheels program.

The event will be held at 6 p.m.
at the senior center, 218 Main
Street.

The center is inviting the
candidates or their representatives
for county, state and national
offices to speak and answer
questions.

The meal will feature chicken,
baked beans, cole slaw, baked
potato and dessert. The cost is $7
per plate.

Tickets will be sold for the
barbecue to gauge how much food
will be needed. Call (208) 896-
4634 or drop by the center.

The center said in a press
release that Rep. C.L. “Butch”
Otter, the Republican candidate
for governor, has been invited to
the event.

\ Pact

increase. The cost of business is
going up,” Osterhoudt said.

Initially, the county had
sought $90,000 for the one-year
contract. Osterhoudt said that
while the current contract is
for less than that in terms of a
dollar amount, the city is also
providing an office for sheriff’s
deputies in Marsing for a cost of
only $350 per month, including
all utilities.

Osterhoudt said this type of
“in-kind” compensation for the
sheriff’s office helps to offset the
disparity between the sheriff’s
original asking price of $90,000
per year and the agreed-upon
amount of $72,000.

“I think I presented our case
about how much we could afford,”
Osterhoudt said. “We budgeted in
good faith.”

“We started dialogue with
reasonable people, and this is what
we came up with,” the mayor said.
“We’re happy, satisfied, with the
coverage we’re getting.”

Osterhoudt said his city did
not seriously consider the option
of establishing its own police
department.

Osterhoudt said that, in the past,
his city has considered the option
of consolidating police services
with the city of Homedale and
looked at the Canyon County
cities of Wilder and Greenleaf as
a model.

“Wilder and Greenleaf share
police protection,” Osterhoudt
said. “Other cities are doing it
(consolidating).”

Osterhoudt said that while
this was an option, the city of
Homedale’s price for services
was more than Marsing could
afford, and that consolidation with
Homedale “didn’t seem to fit” his
city at this time.

— JWB
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Paul’s granted vacation of right of way

The Homedale Planning and Zoning Commission approved a request
by city resident Paul Zatica to vacate the right-of-way of an alley that
lies to the west of Paul s Market on East Wyoming Avenue. The alley
runs north and south between Wyoming and East Colorado Avenue.
Zatica said the area will be used for parking by store employees.

Homedale P&Z

grants permit
for tattoo shop

Without lengthy debate, the
Homedale Planning and Zoning
Commission last week voted
unanimously to grant a special
use permit to West Idaho Avenue
tattoo shop Munster’s Ink.

The commission also voted to
vacate the alley running north/
south between Colorado and
Wyoming, directly to the west of
Paul’s Market. Paul Zatica had
requested the action on behalf of
the Homedale-based store chain.

Michael Munster, who owns
and operates Munster’s Ink with
his wife, Karoline, answered
the few questions posed by the
commission in reference to the
business.

Questions centered on age
requirements for patrons and
health and sanitation issues
regarding the business.

Munster quickly dissuaded
fears of under-age patrons and
cleanliness issues by detailing
his personal policies of refusing
service to minors (regardless of
parental consent) and maintaining
health and safety standards set by
neighboring states, even though
Idaho has no official regulation
of the tattoo industry.

Homedale does not require
business licenses. But unless
a business falls into a clearly
defined category such as a retail
business or service industry —
such as a hair salon or doctor’s
office — a special use permit must
be granted.

Planning and Zoning
Administrator Sylvia Bahem
said the commission did not feel
a tattoo parlor fell into the types
of businesses listed in the city
ordinance, and thus would require
a special use permit to operate.

On July 31, the Munsters
received a letter from Homedale
City Planning and Zoning stating
that they were required to have
a special use permit, granted
by the Planning and Zoning
Commission, in order to operate
a tattoo shop.

The commission also voted
unanimously to vacate the public
right-of-way for the alley running
north/south between Wyoming and
Colorado, west of Paul’s Market.

Zatica said he hoped to use the
area for employee parking, and
firmly stated he did not plan to
build on the property.

—JWB

NAMPA

1603 12th Ave. Rd.
465-7000

9-7 Tues, 9-1 Sat

Vic’s Family
Pharmacy

Full Service Pharmacy* Drive-Thru Service
Compounding Lab at Both Locations!

* Custom Compounding to meet
each patients’ specific needs

* Hospice, Pain Management,
Geriatric and Pediatric (we can
provide specific solutions for
unique medication problems)

* Specializing in
Bio-Identical Hormones

Competitive Prices * Free Delivery

9-6 Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri

KUNA

173 W. 4th St.

922-4400
9:30-6:30 Mon - Fri
9-1 Sat

From page 1

\ P&Z,

still must be drafted and published
before they are discussed at a
Nov. 6 public hearing. From that
point, they will be referred to the
city council.

To address the contentious
battle between agriculture and the
advance of urban development,
the commission suggested
requiring the language on all
plats that lie within the vicinity of
agricultural businesses specifies
that agricultural operations can
result in the presence of “noise
and or other inconveniences,”
including the possibility that
lights and the use of machinery
during nighttime hours are a
possibility.

The amended ordinance would
prohibit owners or subsequent
owners of property identified
in such plats from challenging
agricultural operations that are
run within the boundaries of legal
guidelines.

Bahem clarified that the
proposed language is designed
as a safeguard for agricultural
areas against urbanization and
complaints against farms from
new residents that move into the
area.

“We want to prevent situations
like in Canyon County where
residents complained of a farmer
bailing hay in an existing field,”
Bahem said, pointing out that
this verbiage is necessary in
rural/urban interface areas, such
as the new Homedale area of
impact.

The amendment prohibiting

P&Z proposes sign ordinance change
Under an ordinance amendment proposed by Homedale Planning
and Zoning, businesses would be allowed to have two signs affixed to
the business, instead of one. Planning and Zoning Administrator Sylvia
Bahem said the amendment will especially affect businesses such as
the AutoZone — which lies at the intersection of two streets — that
wish to have signs facing two directions.

challenges to agricultural
businesses that operate within
legal guidelines is one of two
P&Z proposals that addresses
elements of the growth explosion
Homedale is experiencing.

The other proposal would allow
city business owners to attach two
signs to their buildings. Currently
city code only allows one attached
sign per business.

Bahem clarified that the
proposed sign ordinance only
referred to signs placed directly
on the building. She stressed
that, under the current ordinance,
a business could have two signs,
but only one affixed to the
building. If one of the two signs
is free-standing, both signs are
legal under the current statute.
Additionally, there are several
businesses in the city, which are
exempt from the ordinance due to
a “grandfather clause.”

This issue surfaced because
of the new AutoZone auto parts

THE AFFORDABLE PATH

TO ANEW COUNTRY HOME

Adair builds conventionally constructed homes, and prices them
significantly less than what the home is worth.

store on Main Street. Bahem
said this sign issue is particularly
pertinent to businesses that are on
corner lots, such as AutoZone and
Family Dollar Store.

Commissioners stressed that
the amendment still would not
permit a business to activate a
flashing lighted sign.

Other city code amendments
proposed at last week’s meeting
include:

* Requiring an attached garage
be included in all new home
construction.

* Requiring curbs, gutters and
sidewalks as well as concrete
driveways extending to the street
on all new construction.

 Setting size limitations on
accessory building, such as
shops

* Requiring two-story homes to
have at 1,000 square feet on the
main level.

— JWB
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Mail ballot precinct residents
can register in the clerk’s office
and vote at that time, too.
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T can’t predict
that, if you’re
still running
deficits.’

— Sen. Larry
Craig (R-Idaho)

on when funding
would be available to
pay for elements of
the Owyhee Initiative

Craig tackles
questions

in Marsing

Sen. Larry Craig (R-Idaho)
gestures during the early portion
of his 50-minute town hall meeting
Thursday in Marsing. The senator
visited other parts of Owyhee
County on Thursday, including
sites that will be included in a
brief DVD presentation on the
county's history

Craig developing
DVDs on Idaho

county histories

The town hall meeting in
Marsing wasn’t the only reason
Sen. Larry Craig (R-Idaho) was in
Owyhee County on Thursday.

The third-term U.S. senator
also spent part of the day at the
Bruneau Sand Dunes, the Simplot
feedlots in Grand View, Silver
City and in the county seat of
Murphy as part of an ongoing
educational project.

“I’ve been making DVDs with 8
to 10 minutes on the history of each
county that can be used in grade
schools in Idaho,” Craig said.

Homedale native Jacq Landa,
one of Craig’s newest staffers in
Washington, D.C., accompanied
the senator on his Owyhee County
trip.

“Jacq’s doing well. She’s doing
very well,” Craig said. “We’re

pleased to find someone with her
talent with Idaho roots. That’s
always important.”

Craig said he’s not quite
halfway through the endeavor
that will include all 44 of the
state’s counties.

With each new county covered,
though, grade-school teachers
will have another resource to help
teach Idaho history specific to
their counties.

Craig, who was first elected
to the U.S. Senate in 1990 after
serving five terms in the state’s
First Congressional District, says
he holds about 20 to 25 town hall
meetings around the state each
year. He has been combining the
filming of the educational DVDs
with forums, he said.

—JPB

\ Craig

in the federal budget.

“It is not an impossible task, but
itis a difficult task,” Craig said of
obtaining money for the bill. “So
I suggest that to build a sense of
urgency to move this issue that it
ought not be complete and ought
not be enacted until the financial
side of it is met along with the
land designation side.”

Craig also relayed that message
to the 50 constituents who attended
Thursday afternoon’s town hall
meeting at the American Legion
Phipps-Watson Community
Center in Marsing.

Owyhee County rancher Jerry
Hoagland said he was pleased that
Craig addressed the difficulties
the bill may face in Congress.
Its journey began two weeks
ago when Craig’s Public Lands
and Forests subcommittee held a
hearing on the legislation.

“He explained on the Owyhee
Initiative what we knew. I'm
just glad he pointed it out to the
group,” Hoagland said. “T don’t
know if there is any other way to
do that than to get (the funding)
authorized.”

Craig stressed that the Initiative
bill is merely an authorization
bill. Congress would have to
appropriate funds to finalize the
$15 million grazing land exchange
program and other elements of the
Initiative.

“The only thing I said that
concerns me is that if the bill were
to become law tomorrow, those
who wanted wilderness and those
who wanted wild and scenic rivers
would get it,” Craig said before
the town hall meeting.

“Those who agreed to
compromise for the land
exchanges, the grazing buyouts
and all the other parts of it along
with the range consulting center
that would be developed here,
they would have to wait for the

money to come down the road.”

Craigsaid he draws hisreasoning
for simultaneously enacting both
the financial and land designation
portions of the bill from his
previous experience trying to
create wilderness legislation
during his congressional career,
which began in 1974 in Idaho’s
First Congressional District.

He hinted that pushing the bill
through without appropriations
could dissolve the delicate alliance
between the different land-use
groups that have worked 5/ years
on the details of the Initiative. And
he conceded that some groups
don’t readily embrace the idea
of waiting until the money is
available to enact the bill.

“That never falls on popular
ears because our environmental
friends get what they want and
they disappear,” Craig said. “Once
they achieve in law what they
want, they’re never there to help
those who were a part of it.”

The senator said the reality
of the situation in Washington
is that there are several other
appropriations vying for money
as it is, including his own Craig-
Wyden legislation that uses federal
timber receipts to help school
districts in counties, including
many in Idaho, that lose revenue
because of an abundance of
public lands that are exempt from
property tax.

“(The Initiative funding) is new
money, and you go after it against
a $300, $400 or $500 billion
deficit, and you go after it against
other competing items, and some
of them are relatively mandatory,”
Craig said.

Craig drew a few vigorous
nods from the crowd when he
likened the Owyhee Initiative to
the Steens Mountain Wilderness
Act, which authorized grazing
land exchanges to create an
Oregon wilderness but never
received federal funding for the
compensation package.

“We’re still waiting,” Craig
said.

The senator said it was
impossible to know when there
could be money available to
fund the Owyhee Initiative land
exchanges.

“I can’t predict that, if you’re
still running deficits,” he said.
“And we’re cutting budgets now
to get deficits under control, yet
there are proposals like this that
will add millions back into it.”

Illegal immigration, feds’
spending, CAFOs discussed

The course of Thursday’s
forum had to be steered toward
discussion of the Owyhee
Initiative by Marsing Mayor
Don Osterhoudt, who introduced
the senator at the beginning of the
50-minute meeting and brought
up the Initiative in the midst of
pointed questions about illegal
immigration, border security, the
reduction of federal spending
and the alleged toxicity of runoff
from concentrated animal feeding
operations (CAFOs).

* To an audience member
who questioned whether federal
spending actually has been
reduced, Craig explained that the
growth rate of the federal budget
has been cut in half from 8 percent
to 4 percent.

“Not only have we actually cut
spending this year as a rate of
increase, but in all fairness we’ve
had a phenomenal economy, and
in the past two quarters of this
past fiscal year we have had the
highest growth in revenue in the
history of our government,” the
senator said.

“So, high growth in revenue
and a reduction in spending
should bring the tab down to
about a $275 billion deficit, and
I have helped, with a group of
others, to try to bring that down
another $100 to $150 million,
$200 million next year.”

* Craig said that the federal

One-on-one opportunity
Barry Peterson of Mountain Home, left, chats with Sen. Larry Craig
(R-Idaho) after Thursday s town hall meeting in Marsing.

government’s commitment to
public schools has increased $6
billion in the past two years and
he expects another $3 billion
added this year in an effort to
finance the No Child Left Behind
mandate that has put a strain
on school districts nationwide
because — much like Steens
— proper funding didn’t follow
authorization.

e The senator was able to
set the record straight during
a particularly contentious line
of questioning about a piece of
legislation, H.R. 4341, that would
amend 25-year-old legislation
to remove manure from the
Superfund list of hazardous
substances. He said that while
CAFOs and other agribusiness
entities will be exempt from the
jurisdiction of the Superfund
legislation they still must observe
regulations under the Clean Water
Act and Clean Air Act.

* The discussion of illegal
immigration and border security
melded into one as Craig outlined
congressional efforts to build a

fence along the Mexican border
and his own efforts, through his
AgJOBS bill, to regulate the
seasonal employment of guest
workers.

“If we had a cooperating partner
south of us of the kind we have to
the north of us, the border would
be substantially more tighter
than it is,” Craig said, comparing
Mexico’s attitude toward border
security to that of Canada’s. “But
because we don’t, we’re going to
have to build a fence.”

Craig related a conversation he
had with the Mexican ambassador
to the U.S., as justification for the
continuing efforts to construct a
fence along the county’s 2,500-
mile border with Mexico.

“Remember an old poet by
the name of Carl Sandberg? He
said good fences make good
neighbors? Well, in this instance
a good fence will make a better
neighbor out of Mexico, and it
will save a lot of our problems,”
Craig said.

—JPB
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Obituary

George Houston Call

George Houston Call of
Homedale, Idaho passed away
at his home of lung cancer on
Thursday, October 5, 2006 at the
age of 77 years, 3 months, and
3 days.

He was born in the Ozark
Mountains of Douglas County,
MO on July 2, 1929 to William
(Bill) Call and Ethel T (Irwin)
Call. He attended a one-room
school at Bakersfield and
graduated from Mountain Grove
High School in 1947. He never
missed a day of school until the
last week of his senior year when
flooding was so bad near Green
Mountain and Graff where the
family lived that he was unable
to make it.

Following graduation he went
to Bentedorf, Iowa, Nevada,
Wilder, Idaho, and to John
Day, Oregon to work. He was
working at Blue Mountain Mills
until Army service took him to
Germany and Switzerland. He
returned to John Day following
his service, spending 14 years as
a Western Pine Lumber Grader
and worked as a carpenter in his
spare time as well as building
his own home. He moved to
Homedale, Idaho in 1960 and
made a home for his mother
close to his sister, Joyce and her
family. He continued to work as
a carpenter, building his current
home with his brother Irwin
Call. Houston loved working
with wood, building cabinets,
and finish work. He spent many
hours working for and with Cecil
Burnett, Greg Grammater, and
Marian Vance during the past
46 years.

Houston seldom returned to
Missouri but he dearly loved the
hills, the people, and the music.
In his Oregon days, he was an
avid roller skater, skating 4 and 5
times a week. He enjoyed fishing,
hunting, and trap shooting. During
later years here in Homedale, he
had a wonderful garden, canning,
selling and giving away the
beautiful produce.

He belonged to the Carpenter’s
Union, was a 53-year member
of NRA, and had all the issues
of the magazine for those 53
years; belonged to American
Legion for 53 years and was a
28-year member of Post No. 32
in Homedale.

Although he never married, he
leaves his beloved best friend,

Myrle Jones of Homedale;
one sister, Joyce (Blackman)
Mickelson and husband Dave of
Elk River, MN; nephew, Carson
Blackman and wife Jen and
children, Jared, Britni and Katie
of Roscoe, NE; niece Cami and
husband Mike Prochnow and
children, Morgan and Chase of
Seward, NE; nephew Wesley
Blackman and Tim Evenson of
Minneapolis, MN; step nieces
and nephews, Roxanne Olson
and husband Tim and children
Sydney and Zack of Elk River;
Rhonda Mickelson and Niki
of Plymouth, MN; and David,
Connor, and Parker of MN; A very
special cousin, Vera and husband
Paul Coonts of Wilder, Marilyn
Romjue of Nampa; Loren and
Bonnie Dobyns of SD, Sue Bunch
of WA; Eldon Dobyns of CA;
and Olive Pursel of NV; as well
cousins in Idaho, Missouri, Iowa
and Texas.

He was preceded in death by
father, mother, brother Irwin,
paternal grandparents, Call and
Platt; and maternal grandparents
Irwin (Beck) and Coffin.

A special thank you to “Mrs.
Jones” for all the wonderful food
and special care which allowed
him to spend his last days at
home under the care of hospice
... her love and kindness can
never be repaid.

Also to Rev. Ray Gerthung
and family of the Wilder Church
of God, Leland Anderson and
loved ones and friends for all
their support. It is so appreciated
when family is far away. Also a
special thank you to Dr. Augustus
and Dr. Eastman and Four Rivers
Hospice for their wonderful
care.

Funeral services were held
on Saturday, October 7, 2006 at
Flahiff Funeral Chapel Homedale.
Burial followed at the Wilder
Cemetery.

School

IMENnus

Homedale Elementary

Oct. 12: Chicken or beef nuggets, broccoli, cinnamon roll, fruit &
veggie bar, milk.

Oct. 13: Pizza or popcorn chicken, salad, cookie, fruit & veggie
bar, milk.

Oct. 16: Hamburger or fish patty/bun, fries, cookie, fruit & veggie
bar, milk.

Oct. 17: Chicken tenders or CF beef steak, mashed potatoes/gravy,
roll, fruit & veggie bar, milk.

Oct. 18: Crispito or tst. Cheese sandwich, taco salad, churro, fruit
& veggie bar, milk.

Homedale Middle

Oct. 12: Idaho haystack or split top sandwich, churro, fruit & veggie
bar, milk.

Oct. 13: Chicken tenders or CF beef steak, mashed potatoes/gravy,
roll, fruit & veggie bar, milk.

Oct. 16: Hamburger or hot dog, fries, cookie, fruit & veggie bar,
milk.

Oct. 17: Chicken or beef nuggets, broccoli, cinnamon roll, fruit &
veggie bar, milk.

Oct. 18: Enchilada or chicken & noodle, corn, apple crisp, fruit &
veggie bar, milk.

Homedale High

Oct. 12: Chicken patty/bun or sandwich & soup, potato wedges,
dessert, fruit & veggie bar, milk.

Oct. 13: Crispito or rib-b-que/bun, corn, taco salad, fruit & veggie
bar, milk.

Oct. 16: Pizza, chicken fritters or chef’s salad, dessert, fruit & veggie
bar, milk.

Oct. 17: Beef nuggets or corn dog bites, potato or macaroni salad,
roll, fruit & veggie bar, milk.

Oct. 18: Lasagna or burrito, French bread, fruit & veggie bar, milk.

Bruneau

Oct. 12: Chili, coleslaw, applesauce, cinnamon roll, milk.

Oct. 13: Chicken nuggets, potatoes & gravy, veggie, pineapple
cake, milk.

Oct. 16: Chicken fajita, fried rice, stir fry veggie, fruit cup, milk.

Oct. 17: Sloppy Jo, tossed salad, fresh fruit, cookie, milk.

Oct. 18: Chicken patty, scalloped potatoes, corn, roll/butter, fruit,
milk.

Senior

Homedale center

Oct. 12: Baked fish, macaroni
& cheese, carrots, roll, milk

Oct. 17: Liver & onions,
mashed potatoes & gravy, green
beans, roll, milk.

Oct. 18: Chicken patty/bun,
macaroni & cheese, broccoli,
milk.

ImMmenus

beans, salad, soup, dessert,
drink.

Oct. 18: Liver & onions/
chicken wings, scallop potatoes,
corn, soup, salad, dessert,
drink.

Rimrock center
(Tuesday-6pm/Thursday-Noon)
Oct. 12: Chicken maxim

Marsing center

Oct. 12: Sweet & sour pork,
rice, broccoli, salad, soup, dessert,
drink.

Oct. 17: Meat loaf, mixed
vegetables, potatoes, pork &

Aaron Tines

Morticians Assistant
Proudly serving the Community as:
President, Homedale Chamber of Commerce
Member, Homedale Lions Club

624 Cleveland Blvd. - Caldwell, ID 83605

Wighitt
o Crematory

Since 1952, Flahiff Funeral Chapels have been dedicated to providing the families of
Canyon and Owyhee Counties with a caring and professional environment to celebrate the life of a loved one.
We offer services that are tailored to meet the individual needs of each family.
Traditional & Alternative Services
Canyon and Owyhee Counties’ locally owned Crematory
Pre-Arrangements by Licensed Funeral Directors

Caldwell

(208) 459-0833

27 E. Owyhee Ave. - Homedale, ID 83628

Homedale

(208) 337-3252

w/dressing & cream soup in
casserole, vegetable sticks, beets,
roll, ice cream.

Oct. 17: Liver & onions,
mashed potatoes, green beans,
salad w/cauliflower & tomato,
buns, peach or rhubarb crisp.

Three
Creek

by Lola Blossom

Last Saturday, when there
wasn’t a cloud in the sky, a fire
started on Grassy hill. It burned
near the windmill and burned
power poles causing a power
outage. Phones in Three Creek
were out all day Sunday.

School has started again
with Mrs. Boss as an enthused
teacher. She has four students
and is happy with them. They are
Jessica Gonzales in the seventh
grade and Dianna Gonzales in
the fifth grade. They are from
Steve Aslett’s House Creek
Ranch. Santa Maria Valdez is
in kindergarten and comes from
Brackett’s Flat Creek Ranch. The
other kindergartner is Kodee Lyn
Severe from Devil Creek Ranch.
The school is having a Fall Get
Together at 7 p.m. on Oct. 27.
They hope to see everyone there.
They would like for us all to save
box tops and cans for them.

September was a fun month
for me. My brother, Ray Colyer,
wheeled me around to enjoy
the Filer fair. My sister-in-law,
Bonnie Colyer, came up and took
me to Bruneau for four days, and I
got to take in the Bruneau Rodeo.
What a fun time. A lot of people
attended, but they are like on big
happy family. Everyone knows
everyone else. In the grand entry,
Shona Gennette cut a fine figure
as she galloped around the arena
riding bareback on a paint horse
packing a large American flag.
What a neat way to wave Old
Glory to the breeze.

I got to see my nephew Kyle
Colyer and his wife Bobby Jean
be fastest in team roping on
Saturday. Saw little niece Emma
Carly in the mutton busting on
Sunday and Bobby Jean barrel
race. | saw Samme and Bailey
Bachman team rope with their
mom and dad. They as little
girls helped us put cattle on the
mountain. The biggest surprise
was when I didn’t know Ellen
Tingstrom who had helped us so
many, many miles with our cattle
when she was a kid. The sad
part of the rodeo was when Ross
Cameron led the saddled horse of
Blaise Black around the arena.

Buy it, sell it,
trade it, rent it...
in the

Classifieds!

Ron & Barbara Conner

FAMILY FUNERAL CHAPEL, INC

2685 Caldwell Blvd. Nampa, Id 83687
Corner of Middleton Rd. & Caldwell Blvd.

Call Barbara: “The Lady Undertaker” & Funeral Director

“Let our family care for your family.”

Nnnersg

208-461-7019
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Your finances

Communication
key to establishing
harmonious budget

Dear Dave,

My wife and I are debt-free
except for our home. As part of
our budget, we set aside an equal
amount each week for us both as
our personal spending money.
Do you think this is OK, or is it a
selfish thing to do?

— Dale

Dear Dale,

There’s nothing wrong with
having a little blow money figured
in as long as you’re both in
agreement on the amount and
having this category as part of
your monthly budget.

Everyone needs a little pocket
money and the freedom to have a
little fun. It’s a healthy thing. The
problems start when couples don’t
agree on these kinds of things, or
even worse, when they start lying
to each other.

There are two things that
happen once people get married.
They either grow together or they
grow apart. When you start hiding
things from your spouse you’re
essentially keeping separate lives.
That’s growing apart, and it’s a
sure ticket to divorce!

Having an agreed-upon budget
isn’t just telling your money what
to do. It’s also an important part
of'the sharing and communication
process between a husband and
wife.

— Dave

Dear Dave,

I’ve just begun following
your advice. I’ve got $1,000
in the bank, and I’'m making a
budget every month. After all
my expenses are figured into the
budget, I have $125 left over.
Right now, I have three debts
totaling about $18,000. T was
wondering if I should pay this off
or invest the money.

— Holly

Dear Holly,

You’re doing a great job so far
by getting $1,000 in the bank.
That’s Baby Step One. Baby Step
Two is paying off all debts except
the house.

Let’s put the investing off for
now. Squeeze every dollar you
can out of that budget, and do a
debt snowball. Make a list of your
debts from smallest to largest,
make minimum payments on all
but the smallest debt and attack
it with a vengeance. As soon as
you get that one paid off, move
on to the next one and then the
next one.

Once you finish the snowball,
and you’re debt-free except
for your house, you can work
toward Baby Step Three — a
fully funded emergency fund of
three to six months of expenses.

DAVE
SAYS

. davesays.org

by Dave Ramsey

When this is done you can really
begin concentrating on long-term
investing, which is Baby Step
Four.

It’s important to save, Holly,
but it’s also important to become
debt-free. This is what makes
saving easy!

— Dave

Dear Dave,

My mother-in-law is addicted
to credit cards. My husband and I
are debt-free and live on a budget,
but we keep bailing her out every
time she gets in a bind. We both
love her and feel obligated to help
because my husband is her only
child, but it’s putting a real strain
on us financially and emotionally.
What should we do?

— Christine

Dear Christine,

If she were doing drugs, would
you buy her more drugs? You’re
not helping this lady by bailing
her out every time she creates a
mess. You’re enabling her, and
that’s the same as telling her it’s
all OK.

A very blunt, but loving,
discussion is in order here, and it
needs to come from your husband
— not you. If you swoop down
in the middle of this, you’ll
immediately become the wicked
daughter-in-law. He needs to sit
her down and very gently tell her
that it’s over, and the two of you
are not going to continue to fund
her financial stupidity.

He also needs to tell her that
the two of you will work with her
on how to handle money more
responsibly and plan a monthly
budget. Explain to her that’s
what the two of you do, and it’s
one of the reasons you’re in good
financial shape.

Work with her, educate her
and love her, Christine. You can
even buy her some groceries if
the cupboard gets bare. But one
thing needs to be clear — you
guys are not giving her any more
money!

— Dave

— Dave Ramsey is the best-
selling author of The Total Money
Makeover: You can find tools to help
with finances or previous columns
at Davesays.org. Have a question
for Dave? Send correspondence
to syndication@daveramsey.com
orwrite Dave $ays, 1749 Mallory
Lane, Brentwood, TN 37027

Calendar

Today

Homedale City Council
meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall, 31 W.
Wyoming St. (208) 337-4641

Marsing City Council meeting,
7 p.m., City Hall, 425 Main St.
(208) 896-4122

Grand View City Council
meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall, 425
Boise Ave. (208) 834-2700,
Monday through Wednesday

Thursday

Exercise class, 11 a.m., free,
Homedale Senior Citizens Center,
224 W. Idaho Ave. (208) 337-
3020

Calvary Chapel Home
Fellowship Bible study, 7 p.m.,
532 W. California Ave., Homedale.
(208) 880-8962

AA meeting, § p.m., Homedale
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W.
Idaho Ave.

Friday

Recovery Celebrate 12-step
program, 6 p.m., Mountain View
Church of the Nazarene, 26515
Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-
3520 or (208) 337-3151

Saturday

Homedale Senior Citizens
Center Christmas Bazaar, 9 a.m.
to4 p.m., $12 large table, $6 small
table vendor rental, 224 W. Idaho
Ave. (208) 337-3020 or (208)
337-4737

Marsing Senior Center
candidate speak-out and barbecue,
Meals on Wheels fund-raiser, 6
p.m., $7, advance tickets, 218
Main St. (208) 896-4634

Sunday
DivorceCare recovery support
group, 9:30 a.m., Mountain View

A

Church of the Nazarene, 26515
Ustick Road, Wilder. (208) 337-
3151

A Study in Heaven, 10 a.m.,
Marsing Church of the Nazarene,
12 2 Ave. W. (208) 896-4184

Tuesday

AARP Driving Safety Program,
9 am. to 2 p.m., $10, advance
registration required, Marsing
Senior Center, 218 Main Street.
(208) 896-4634

Homedale Senior Citizens
Center monthly foot clinic, 10
a.m., Homedale Senior Citizens

Center, 224 W. Idaho Ave. (208)
337-3020

Exercise class, 11 a.m., free,
Homedale Senior Citizens Center,
224 W. Idaho Ave. (208) 337-
3020

Storytime for first- through
third-graders, 4:20 p.m., Lizard
Butte Public Library, Owyhee
Plaza, 105 Main Street, Marsing.
(208) 896-4690

Pure Word recovery meeting, 7
p-m. (208) 880-8962

AAmeeting, 8 p.m., Homedale
Senior Citizens Center, 224 W.
Idaho Ave.

curves.com

COMING SOON TO:
Homedale, Idaho
Oct. 30, 2006

208-337-4450

132 East Idaho
Homedale, Idaho 83628

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12

It’s your turn to change your
life in 30 minutes.

We can help at Curves. And now there’s
one in your neighborhood. Curves is
thirty-minute ~ fitness, commonsense
weight loss and the support you need to
do both. Call us today and discover what
over 4 million women already know:
that at Curves, your dreams are our

goals.

Curies

The power to amaze yourself’

Qver 9,500 locations worldwide.

mo. cd. program. Not valid with an

First 100 Member

66% Oft

Service Fee

other offer. Valid only at participating locations

Dunng the month of October 2006,
Buy one pair of spiral earrings
and get one pair FREE!

ZaPon s

FINE JEWELRY

in the WinCo/ShopKo Center in Nampa
208-461-0677

On the web @ www.Ladonsfinejewelry.com

I This ad is not valid with other offers, it is limited, and the FREE earrings must be of equal or less value than those purchased.
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Construction means new business in town

Homedale to see

several new
arrivials in
coming weeks

A new strip mall located in the
100 block of East Idaho Avenue
in Homedale will bring at least
one new business to downtown
Homedale, while providing a
new venue for at least one other
established business in town.

Developer Steve Thomas of
Eagle said there is space for
four businesses, but he wouldn’t
confirm any of the tenants for the
unnamed plaza.

However, a Curves women’s
fitness franchise began advertising
membership opportunities in this
week’s edition of The Owyhee
Avalanche and lists its address as
132 E. Idaho Ave., which would 10 to 15 part-time employees.

place it in the new mall. The Homedale Auto Recyclers Changlng face
Staff at Rehab Authority said building on the east end of town of Homedale

last week that the physical therapy  still is awaiting demolition. The Above: A new strip mall in

organization’s Homedale location  land now occupied by the green the 100 block of East Idaho

also will move to the strip mall  building. the old auto salvage yard
from its current address inthe 100 and the home demolished early
block of West Idaho Avenue. last week near the intersection of
Thenew Subway sandwichshop  U.S. 95 and East Idaho Avenue
in the latter stages of construction  will be the site of the Homedale
at the corner of East Idaho Avenue  Plaza business development that
and East 3 Street is scheduled to  will include a Best Western motel
open later this month, according and a restaurant.
to its owners. Thomas is part of the Homedale
The restaurant co-owned by  Plaza development group.
Homedale residents Pilar Wheeler
and Virginia Landa will employ —JWB

Avenue will be home for Rehab
Authority and a Curves women'§
fitness center, possibly a childcare
facility and a chain restaurant.
Left: Mike Wood of Steve Thomas
Construction uses an excavator
with precision to tear down a
house near the intersection of
East Idaho Avenue and U.S.
Highway 95. The site will be
used to build the Homedale Plaza
business development.

Great Rates. Exceptional Service.
Call us for the home loan you deserve.

~ ——
- o

I
1‘ —

;é o
Shari Aleksich Tracy Thorpe Judie Phariss Bruce Shuey Lorene Buckway Sandy Newman Alice Whitney Patty Backus
344-0529 465-6333 454-8300 386-9902 344-5642 344-0247 895-0295 888-1416
Boise Nampa Caldwell Garden City Regional Manager Boise El Dorado/Meridian Meridian

The home loan you need. The expertise you want. Get them both at Farmers & Merchants. We offer the most complete
range of mortgages anywhere, plus local decision-making, flexibility and unparalleled service. Call or stop by for a quote.
We'll make you feel right at home.

% FARMERS & MERCHANTS
anll

MORTGAGE CENTER | A BANK OF THE CASCADES COMPANY

MORTGAGE CENTER | 209 N. 12TH ST. BOISE 208-331-0019 ¢ WWW.FMSB.COM ¢ MEMBER FDIC ¢ EQUAL HOUSING LENDER @




WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER

11, 2006

The Ownhee Avalanche

PAGE 9A

Marsing offices
open Vets Day,
closed Nov. 24

The Marsing City Council
recently approved closing City
Hall on the day after Thanksgiving
this year in exchange for the
keeping the doors to city offices
open on Veterans Day.

The move, which was approved
during the council’s September
meeting, means city employees
would get a long weekend for
Thanksgiving.

Marsing City Clerk Janice
Bicandi said the City Hall building
on Main Street will be open both
Veterans Day (Nov. 11) and the
Friday after Thanksgiving (Nov.
24). While city offices will be
closed for the holiday on Nov. 24,
the county’s Department of Motor
Vehicles office will be. On Nov.
11, DMV will be closed while the
city offices will be open.

Chamber lunch
to honor Giedd

The Homedale Chamber of
Commerce invites the public to
attend its next
luncheon
when cham-
ber members
will bid fare-
well to long-
time secre-
tary Tammy
Giedd.

The fare- | -
well gath- — : —_—
ering takes Tammy Giedd

place at noon Thursday at the
Owyhee Lanes and Restaurant,
18 W. 1% St.

For more information on the
luncheon or the chamber, call
president Aaron Tines at (208)
337-3252.

Church offers
divorce support

DivorceCare, a divorce recovery
support group, meets at 9:30 a.m.
Sundays at the Mountain View
Church of the Nazarene at 26515
Ustick Road in Wilder.

DivorceCare features nationally
recognized experts on divorce
and recovery topics. Seminar
sessions include information on
topics such as anger, loneliness,
depression, new relationships,
childcare and forgiveness.

For more information, contact
the Mountain View Church of the
Nazarene at 337-3151.

Have a
news téyn?

Call us!
337-4681

Chenoweth-Hage stood up for Owyhee

Owyhee County lost a strong
ally in the fight to preserve the
area’s unique way of life with
last week’s passing of Helen
Chenoweth-Hage.

“She was an Owyhee County
cowboy’s best friend,” former
county board of commissioners
chairman Dick Bass said. “She
stuck up for us, and I think we
would have been sunk a long time
ago without her.”

A former three-term Republican
congressman from Idaho’s First
District, Chenoweth-Hage died
in an Oct. 2 single-vehicle auto
accident on a highway near
Tonopah, Nev. She was 68.

“Helen Chenoweth was
a remarkable person and
congressman,” Owyhee Initiative
chairman Fred Grant said.

“The interests of Owyhee
County, its citizens and its ranchers,
in particular, were always a priority
for her. She started her upset
primary campaign in the county
and never forgot the loyalty and
support she drew from here.”

Grant also is litigation chairman
for Meridian-based Stewards of
the Range. Margaret Hage Byfield,
who became Chenoweth-Hage’s
stepdaughter after the former
congressman married Nevada
rancher Wayne Hage in 1999, is

Helen Chenoweth-Hage

a member of the organization’s
board of directors.

Chenoweth-Hage walked away
from Congress after the 2000
election, honoring her pledge to
serve only three terms.

“I missed her when she decided
she would retire,” Sen. Larry
Craig (R-Idaho) said Thursday
before his town hall meeting in
Marsing. “But I also honored her
commitment.

“That’s what she said she would
do. She did it, did it well and did
it with style.”

Although Chenoweth served
Idaho in the U.S. House of
Representatives, she never was
shy about supporting ranchers
from outside her district in their
property rights battles.

“She not only represented

us here in Idaho and Owyhee
County, but she watched out for
people in southeastern Oregon,
too,” Jordan Valley rancher Mike
Hanley said.

“She really did stand up and
fight for us. She got involved in
the Steens Mountain issue, too,
and she got reprimanded by her
(House) colleagues because it
was outside her district. But she
said it was a private land issue and
affected everyone.”

Her husband, Wayne Hage,
who died in June, also made
stands for property rights and
western land issues.

Chenoweth-Hage was involved
with those issues in the Owyhees
even before her career in Congress
began in 1995.

She was a staunch supporter
of the Sagebrush Rebellion in
the 1980s and was involved in
the Jarbidge Shovel Brigade in
northern Nevada.

Bass, who served as county
commission chairman for eight
of his 18 years on the Owyhee
board, said Chenoweth-Hage was
the primary reason for a highly
successful Sagebrush Rebellion
fund-raiser in Caldwell. Her
consulting firm had been hired to
help drum up ideas for the event.

“We thought if we got more

than 10 people we were doing
really well,” Bass said.

She secured national radio
personality Paul Harvey for
the well-attended fund-raiser
at O’Connor Fieldhouse and
surprised everyone with the
success of the evening.

“I said if you get him and this
becomes a success, I'll just eat
my old black hat,” Bass said.
“Afterwards, I gave her a feather
out of my hat, a crow feather. I
told her I couldn’t eat my hat, but
I’ll eat plenty of crow.

“She meant a lot to us. And
Wayne did, too.”

County rancher Jerry Hoagland
and Marsing businessman Chris
Salove helped organize campaign
fund-raisers in the county for
Chenoweth-Hage. Hoagland said
her upbringing in the western way
of life shaped her dedication to the
county’s ranchers later on.

“She was Owyhee County’s
congressman,” Hoagland said. “She
told us that, ‘I’'m here. Whatever
you want, I’ll do what I can.’

“She wanted to preserve that
lifestyle. And the only way to
preserve it was her ideology,
which was the same as ours:
Protect that private property
so you can be able to have the
freedom to do those things.”

You think about staying
healthy and active.

WE’RE PROVIDING YOU WITH THE
OPTIONS YOU NEED TO TAKE FULL
ADVANTAGE OF YOUR HEALTH CARE PLAN.

From predictable out-of-pocket costs to
ZERO premiums, we have the plan that’s
RIGHT FOR YOU.

Visit our Website at www.bhcidaho.com
to learn more about your options
FROM A LOCAL COMPANY YOU KNOW AND CAN TRUST.

BlueCross.

of Idaho

Medieare
Advantage Plans

True Blue® | Secure Blue®" | Flexi Blue"

An Independent Licensee of the Bjue Cross and Bjue Shield Association

Our representatives are available from
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., seven days a week.
Call today: 888.492.2583 or 800.377.1363 TDD/TTY

for the hearing impaired.

True Blue, Secure Blue and Flexi Blue are Health Plans with

a Medicare contract. Beneficiaries must continue to pay the
Part B premium. Anyone who resides in the plans’ service
areas and who qualifies for Medicare Part A and B may apply.
H1350 H1302 H5862 MK 07063 (10/06)




PAGE 10A

The Ownhee Novalanche

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2006

HHS library update no longer on the shelf

School’s librarian takes advantage

of historical society surplus to

reorganize, create more room

After a summer of work, the
Homedale High School library
is roomier, brighter and more
inviting these days.

“The kids like it a lot,” school
librarian Sherry Thomas said.
“They have more room for big
class meetings, plus we held
teacher in-service there.”

Thomas, who is in her fourth
year as librarian, tackled the job
of updating the interior of the 34-
year-old resource room during the
summer after she learned of the
availability of surplus shelving
inside a Boise warehouse once
used by the Idaho State Library
and now under the auspices of the
Idaho State Historical Society.

“As far as I know, we’re the
only (school district) that took
them up on the offer,” Thomas
said.

Ken Swanson, the special
projects manager at the Idaho
State Historical Society, said last
week that the availability of the
shelving units was broadcast by
the state library last year, but no
organizations responded. Because
of the shelves were purchased
with state tax money, it is required
that they must return to a state
agency.

Now, the state historical society
has control of the warehouse,
which will be used to store
items such as furniture and other
large objects during the Idaho
Statehouse renovation.

“We’re taking over this
warchouse for the next couple
years, and the state library no
longer was going to use it,”
Swanson said.

Space was needed, so the
shelves had to go.

Homedale took about half of the
available shelves, and Swanson
said a few of the units recently
were shipped to North Idaho.

“It’s a donation in a sense,”
Swanson said. “We didn’t have
any options. We had to move (the

shelving) from the building.

“I thought I’d much rather see
it going into some needy hands
rather than the scrap heap.”

Thomas was more than happy
to accept the historical society’s
offer.

“She sent a very nice e-mail

ut,” Swanson said. “She seems
to be very pleased, and she sent
pictures of it installed.

“We’re very, very happy we
cold save money for a small
school district.”

Thomas estimates that buying
the shelving units brand-new
would have cost the Homedale
School District about $40,000.
It also gave her an excuse to slap
on the first coat of fresh paint the
interior of the library has seen
since it opened in 1972.

“What Sherry has done by her
own initiative only reinforces that
which was already known: Mrs.
Thomas takes complete ownership
in her job and cares deeply about
her students,” Homedale schools
superintendent Tim Rosandick
said.

“Sherry, like many Homedale
teachers, is creative and
resourceful, which oftentimes
translates into cost savings for the
patrons of the district.”

It helped, of course, that her
husband is the Trojans football
coach.

A few of Thomas Thomas’
players were enlisted to help
rearrange the library space and
move in the new shelves.

Although it was cheap labor, it
wasn’t slave labor. The athletes
got breakfast from Sherry Thomas
out of the deal.

“Fifteen football players took
out the old shelves and set up the
video room,” she said.

Sherry Thomas said that,
because of safety regulations,
none of the players were allowed
to help her paint the walls of the
library.

She said the paint was
purchased by the school district,
and she spent about 100 hours this
summer on the entire project. No
easy task, considering her other
time-consuming responsibilities
as the school’s advisor for the
honor society and the yearbook.

The bulk of the shelves were
placed in the main part of the
library, replacing what Thomas
said were “World War II-era”
metal shelves that were none-to-
kind to the 13,000 books in the
Homedale High School library.
New bookends were purchased
to help keep the books in good
shape, Thomas said.

The balance of the new shelving
was used to reorganize the video
resources room.

The project completes the first
part of Thomas’ dream for the
library.

“I kind of hoped that someday
in the future I could get new
shelves,” she said. “I just never
thought it would happen because
Homedale is such a small school
district.

“I want to keep updating the
library.”

—JPB
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Summer of hard work spruces up library
Top: Homedale High School librarian Sherry Thomas, left, helps
sophomore Taylor Vaughan pick out a book from the new shelves at
the library Thursday. Middle: Several shelving units received from the
Idaho State Historical Society now adorn the Homedale High School
library s main room and video room. Bottom: The renovation included
the first coat of paint on the interior walls in more than 30 years.
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